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before you screw the pressure-treated
floor boards to the cleats. Top off the
planter box with rim boards, mitered at
the corners and screwed to the frames.
We rounded the edges of our rim mate-
rial with a 1/4-in. round-over bit before
cutting it to length. The rim overhangs
the inside of the box by 1/2 in.

Build the trellis
To assemble the lattice, first grab any
1x4s or 2x4s you have handy and
build a 1x4 frame with inner dimen-
sions of 2 x 4 ft. Take diagonal corner-
to-corner measurements to make sure
the frame is square. Lay the first pole
across the frame from one corner to
the other and screw it to the frame.
Then add more poles, screwing each

to the frame (Photo 5). Although it’s
time-consuming, you must drill a
pilot hole for every screw—otherwise,
the bamboo will split.

Attach the second layer of bamboo
with wire ties and a “twister” tool

Figure A

Bamboo planter
& trellis
Overall dimensions:
40 in. wide x 18 in. deep
x 72 in. tall. All wood
parts are 3/4 in. thick.
Bamboo parts vary
in diameter from
3/8 to 3/4 in. unless
otherwise noted.

Materials List
All the tools and materials for this project—
except the 1-1/2-in. bamboo—are available at
home centers.

� Four 8-ft. 1x6s
� One 8-ft. 1x4 (treated)
� 16 lin. ft. of 1-1/2-in.-diameter bamboo
� 200 lin. ft. of 3/4-in.-diameter bamboo
� 2 tubes of construction adhesive
� 150 wire ties
� Exterior wood glue, 2-in. masking tape,

3-in. pan-head screws, construction
screws (1-1/4, 1-5/8 and 2-1/4 in.), exterior
wood filler, furniture glides and a wire
twister tool.

We finished our planter with Olympic
Maximum semitransparent exterior stain in
“Avocado.”
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Add privacy to your patio with an
attractive screen. Search for “privacy screen.”
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