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banding (iron-on veneer) to all the
edges that will be exposed after the
boxes are assembled (Figure A). Build a
jig to hold the parts upright (like the jig
we show in our Nov. ’09 issue, p. 80).
Place a part in the jig. Then cut the
edge banding so it overhangs each end
of the plywood by 1/2 in. Run an iron
(on the cotton setting) slowly over the
edge banding. Then press a scrap piece
of wood over the edge banding to make
sure it’s fully adhered. Trim the edges
with a veneer edge trimmer ($10). See

our May ’09 issue, p. 16, for more
advice on edge banding.

Lightly sand the wood and your clos-
et rod with 120-grit sandpaper. Wipe
away the dust with a tack cloth, then
use a paint pad to apply a coat of poly-
urethane ($6 per half pint) on every-
thing except the drawer parts (Photo 1).
This $2 pad will let you finish each
part in about 20 seconds. Let the finish
dry, then apply a second coat.

Attach the hardware
It’s easier to install the drawer slides
and the shelf standards that go inside
the boxes before you assemble the

Figure A
Closet storage system
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Figure B
Drawer Construction

Cutting List
KEY QTY. SIZE & DESCRIPTION

A 4 3/4" x 11-7/8" x 52" corner box
sides

B 4 3/4" x 11-7/8" x 18-1/2" corner box
tops and bottom

C 4 3/4" x 2-1/2" x 18-1/2" corner box
screw strips

D 2 3/4" x 13-7/8" x 34" shelf unit sides

E 1 3/4" x 13-7/8" x 22-1/2" shelf unit
top

F 1 3/4" x 21" x 24" shelf unit bottom

G 2 3/4" x 2-1/2" x 22-1/2" shelf unit
screw strips

H 2 3/4" x 20-3/4" x 44" drawer unit
sides

J 1 3/4" x 20-3/4" x 22-1/2" drawer
unit top

K 1 1/4" x 24" x 44" drawer unit back

L 1 3/4" x 2" x 22-1/2" drawer unit cleat

M 8 1/2" x 6" x 19" drawer sides

N 8 1/2" x 6" x 21-1/2" drawer fronts
and backs

P 4 1/4" x 20" x 21-1/2" drawer bottoms

Q 4 3/4" x 8" x 22-1/4" drawer face

R 8 3/4" x 11-7/8" adjustable shelves,
cut to length (not shown)

S 2 3/4" x 13-7/8" x 22" adjustable
shelves for shelf unit

T 1 3/4" x 11-7/8" x 18" right corner box
adjustable shelf

U 1 3/4" x 14-1/4" x 96" top shelf
(not shown)

thefamilyhandyman.com
To organize your garage, search for
“garage storage.”

50551 Closet storage - F:feature template 4/20/11  12:46 PM  Page 30

pmcderm
Text Box
FH10FEB_CLOSTO_06.JPG

pmcderm
Sticky Note
See Correction PDF in folder for size of shelf standards for all 3 illustrations in Figure A
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Sticky Note
See Correction PDF in folder for N, P, Q.
N s/b 20", not 21-1/2
P s/b 19", not 21-1/2
Q s/b 7 3/4, not 8




