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Basic Birdhouse Dimensions 
(for Common Cavity Dwellers)*

Bird Entry hole size Hole above floor Floor dimensions Height above 

(inches) (inches) (inches) ground (feet)

Bluebird 1-1/2 6-7 4 x 4 to 5 x 5 3-6 

Chickadee, 1-1/8 to 1-1/2 6-7 4 x 4 to 5 x 5 4-15 
Nuthatch,
Swallow,
Wren, Downy 
Woodpecker,
Warbler

Red-Bellied 1-1/2 to 3 7-9 6 x 6 to 8 x 8 9-15
Woodpecker,
Northern Flicker,
Starling, Sparrow,
Flycatcher,
Red-headed 
Woodpecker

*Keep in mind that these measurements are estimates only, 
and unwanted birds may take over the nest as they do in 
natural settings.

anchored to a concrete base (see Fig.

C). You can also mount your bird-

house in a tree; just eliminate the

mounting flange and put screw eyes

through the roof into the wall, then

attach a chain hung from a tree limb.

Keep in mind that some bird species

like to nest in houses in the open while

others feel more protected near build-

ings or in a wooded area. See “For

More Information” for books about

birdhouses.

For More Information

The following books are great resources and
inspiration for building a variety of birdhouses:

■ “Birdhouse Book” by Donald and Lillian Stokes.
Little, Brown and Co. www.stokesbooks.com. $13.

■ “The Ultimate Birdhouse Book” by Deborah
Morgenthal. Sterling Publishing Co. 
www.cambiumbooks.com. $14.95.

■ “The Best Birdhouses for Your Backyard” by
Michael Berger. Popular Woodworking Books.
www.popularwoodworking.com. $38.99 plus 
shipping.

Photography • MIKE KRIVIT
Bird Photography • L’AIGRETTTE PHOTOGRAPHY
Art Direction • MARCIA WRIGHT ROEPKE
Illustration • EUGENE THOMPSON
Project Design • DAVID RADTKE

9CUT the small roof bracket pieces (Q and R) and

assemble them using exterior wood glue. Tip:

Use wax paper under the pieces during assembly

to keep them from sticking to the workbench. Once

they’re assembled, glue them to the sides of the bird-

house. Next, drill the vent holes to keep the birdhouse

cool, and finally, select and apply an exterior finish. 

Backyard birdhouse
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8ASSEMBLE the porch railing and nail it to the posts.

Then nail the porch roof (L) to the posts. Glue the

seam along the roof and hold it in place with mask-

ing tape. Once the glue is dry, nail (use 4d finish nails and

predrill a pilot hole) up from the underside of the base into

each column.
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